Hungry for Cigarette Butts

The most fun sculpture educates and
generates money for charity
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Tell me what you think

Connecting with people about climate change
the easy way

by Abby Cunningham

San Rafael CA - A late-summer breeze
feathered its way through downtown
San Rafael as locals meandered on
Fourth Street in search of dinner, drinks
and maybe a good movie. A woman
paused for a moment of quiet reflection,
and took a long drag off her cigarette.
Butinstead of snuffing out the butt with
the toe of her high-heeled shoe, she
walked over to a seven-foot sculpture
and stuffed it into the bull’s eye.

“Every little bit helps, and I try to do
my part,” she said.

Cigarette Eater Meter, was commis-
sioned by San Rafael Clean and created
by artists Ventana Amico and Enrique
Goldenberg. Its goal: to raise awareness
about the environmental impacts of the
10,000 cigarette butts that land on San
Rafael streets every three to four days.

The metallic sculpture looks some-
thing like a giant weighing scale you

‘might find at an amusement
park. It is colorfully painted
with pictures that show how
cigarette butts travel from
sidewalk to drain to water
systems. Pull-up panels ask |
thought-provoking  ques-
tions and give surprising an-

swers.
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The sculp-
ture works sort
of like a parking
meter, except
that  money
comes out and
goes to charity.
For every butt
deposited into
the meter, two
cents are given
to a local char-
ity — St. Vin-
cent de Paul
Society. When
the dial reaches
100,000 a ma-
tching  grant
will kick in an-
other $2,000.

Smokingin the
streets has been
glamorized for
decades, particu-
larly in Hollywood films, as a kind of
free-spirited gesture of American inde-
pendence. Today we know that smoking
is bad for us, but most of us don’t know
how harmful cigarette butts are to
wildlife and the environment.

What starts out as grimy street litter
eventually finds its way into storm
drains, creeks and the nearby San Fran-
cisco Bay. Cigarette filters are made of a
plastic called cellulose acetate that does-
n’t biodegrade. Birds and fish eat them
and eventually starve to death because
their stomachs are full of plastic. To
make matters worse, one unfiltered cig-
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¢ ¢ Participants received one dollar for
every ounce of collected cigarette litter.
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arette butt has the toxicity to kill halfof !
the fish in a one-liter container of water, |
according to a recent study by San Diego !
State University. :
Fortunately though, the City of San i
Rafael doesn’t sit idly by while all those
cigarette butts wash down the drain. |
Last year, San Rafael Clean, a partnership |
between various city organizations,aswell |
aslocal businesses and residents, starteda |
program called “Bounty for Butts.” !
Diners at the St. Vincent de Paul Soci- !
ety dining room were invited to participate !
in a “buy-back” program where they re- !
ceived one dollar for every ounce of col- :
lected cigarette litter. The program was i
enormously successful. In the first two |
weeks alone, participants cleared about |
90,000 cigarette butts from the streets |
while generating much-needed income.
In addition to the clean-up, organiz-
ers at San Rafael Clean decided
to amp up education
to stop litter at its
.. source.

The Ciga-
rette Eater
Meter stands
as a shining
example of
how  one
city engages
its residents
in a cre-

ative way

to solve a collective problem. And al-
though some of the Golden State’s non-
smokers would like to blame those who
do, the fact remains that loose cigarette
butts are everyone’s business, and
everyone can do something to help. If |
you see a loose butt, pop it in the trash. |
Or better yet, bring a Cigarette Eater |
Meter to your city. If you want to heal
the Earth, the time is now and the place
is right beneath your feet.

More Information:

Carla.koop@cityofsanrafael.org
Tel. 415-485-3071

by Nancy Faulstich

Watsonville, CA - On the
last weekend in August, |
organized a listening proj-
ect focusing on climate
change. lincorporated what
I know about listening and
caring about people into
this project. I believe we
made an impact on hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of
people and began connec-
tions with many that we will

people more than talking at
them. I trusted that listen-
ing and staying connected
would help each person
who talked to us put their
attention on climate change
at least a little.

The big day

One of my friends was a
little skeptical. And, as she
watched me talk with peo-
ple she became more and
more intrigued by what |
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Marina Chicurel (rt) listens to a passerby
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These actions, which could
include talking to others
about what they know,
were entered into a raffle.

Some people signed up
to be on our mailing list.

Meaningful connections

Many people thanked us
profusely for being there.
We connected with some
who were already involved,
some who knew a little bit,
and those who didn’t know
much atall.

Here are some conversa-
tions which stood out.

An elder from Guanaju-
ato, Mexico who knew a
great deal about the chang-
ing weather patterns shared
his knowledge passion-
ately. 1 encouraged him to
talk to his family and
friends about these issues.

A Chicano environmen-
tal law student told us
about protecting people’s

66 0One of my friends was a little skeptical.
And as she watched me talk with people, she became
more and more intrigued by what I was doing.”’

be able to continue in the
future.

For a location I chose a
local Strawberry Festival—
a big family oriented event
featuring music, carnival
rides, food, and informa-
tion booths. Strawberries
are an enormous crop in
this area and most straw-
berry pickers are migrant
Mexican farm workers.

Planning

I recruited five friends to
staff an information booth
with me, along with my
husband and two volun-
teers from our farm.

My 5-yr-old daughter
colored in most of the big
signs and in the process
showed me how much she
has learned about climate
change.

1liked the idea of having
a presence at a large, main-
stream event. This was not
an Earth Day or otherwise
environmentally-themed
event, and | expected itwould
have a different crowd—
much more representative
of the whole population of
the town and surrounding
areas than typically attends
“environmental” events.

Because [ planned to run
the booth like a listening
project, I talked with each
friend about listening to

was doing.

It seemed to work best
to approach people with a
general question—in Eng-
lish or Spanish—such as :
“What is your favorite
place in nature?” Or, “What
do you want the world to
be like for your children or
grandchildren?”

One friend had made a
beautiful collage of images
from nature. This drew a
lot of attention and was
also a great conversation
starter.

After engaging passers-by
in a little conversation
around those questions |
spoke about the reason for
our booth, asking them if
they had heard much about
climate change.

The event was a great
success!

I had expected more
people to ignore us, and
thought some might be
very negative. Instead, we
engaged in thoughtful con-
versations with hundreds of
people over the two days. A
police officer said there
could be 20,000-30,000
people attending the festi-
val. I hadn’t realized it was
such a huge event.

74 people pledged to
take an action that week to
help stop climate change.

rights and needs.

A teenager who is ex-
ploring shifting to a vegan
diet expressed her frustra-
tion about environmental
concern being called a “hip-
pie” thing by her friends.

An elder said she had
decided to stop worrying
about ‘all of these kinds of
things.’ I listened to her and
agreed that just worrying
wouldn’t help anything and
concentrated on having a
good, enjoyable interaction
with her.

A 30-something-year-old
Chicano said he is starting
to grow some of his food,
plans to build a wind tur-
bine and develop solar
power for his house. He is
also considering getting
chickens, right in down-
town Watsonville.

Several people, who
stayed engaged in conver-
sation despite disagree-
ment, ended up leaving with
aslightly changed attitude.

Children told me about
their favorite animals or
colored on paper while [
talked with their folks.

I'm grateful to my
friends who left inspired,
with ideas for new actions.
I believe we offered people
hope as we helped them
look at serious issues.




